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Curriculum development in all content areas is an ongoing process in the Fairbanks North Star 
Borough School District.  During the revision process, each draft is widely disseminated to 
ensure teachers, administrators, the School Board, and members of the general public are well 
informed about revisions, and have an opportunity for clarification and input, prior to adoption 
and implementation.  This report describes the process followed in the development of the 
proposed English/Language Arts Curriculum.  
 
Historical Background 
The current English/Language Arts Curriculum document was adopted in May 2011.  During the 
revision process for the 2011 document: 

● All courses, K-12, were developed within the same concept areas of Reading, Writing, 
and Speaking and Listening. 

● Alignment to the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) was considered during the 
revision process, with attempts made to correlate our document to CCSS, although 
indications were that Alaska was going to adopt its own standards. 

● At the elementary level, the Reading concept objectives were further delineated by Word 
Study, Fluency, Comprehension, Craft and Structure, Integration of Knowledge and 
Ideas, and Motivation, Engagement and Stamina. 

● The Writing concepts were addressed using the framework of the writing process with a 
gradual release model articulated from kindergarten through 10th grade.  

● All high school elective courses were developed with the same minimum expectations 
for rigor.  

 
Revision Process 
In April of 2013, the FNSBSD instituted Content Leadership Teams to guide the curriculum 
process.  In June of 2012, the state of Alaska adopted new English/Language Arts and 
Mathematics Standards (AKSS).  One of the first tasks of the English/Language Arts (ELA) 
Leadership Team was to review the new standards and evaluate our curriculum in terms of them. 
 
During the 2013 summer months, subcommittees were formed to conduct a comprehensive 
review of the FNSBSD ELA curriculum compared to the AKSS.  Groups of FSNBSD teachers 
met by grade span to create a comparison document for grades K-2, 3-5, 6-8 and 9-12.  These 
groups met in August of 2013 to share their findings and recommendations for curriculum 
revision.  These recommendations then went to the ELA Leadership Team for discussion.  The 
Leadership Team recommended adopting the Alaska State Standards for English/Language Arts, 
with the inclusion of additional FNSBSD expectations in some areas.  
 
In August of 2013, a draft of the revised English/Language Arts Curriculum was provided to 
district teachers for review.  Secondary ELA teachers were invited to review and provide 
feedback during the August 16th professional development day.  Elementary teachers also met 
on August16th, were presented the document, and had an opportunity to provide feedback.  To 



 
 

 
  
 

increase public awareness and make the drafts accessible, it was also available electronically on 
the district’s website.   
 
The ELA Leadership Team and the subcommittee met on September 3rd to review the feedback 
from August 16th and make further revisions.  On December 9th, a formal first draft was sent to 
all teachers, administrators, and counselors as well as the Board Curriculum Advisory 
Committee (BCAC), School Board, UAF, and PTSA’s.  It was also posted on the school district 
website.  
 
Overview of December 9th English/Language Arts Document  
From Feedback Request Form (Draft 1): 
 

Information The Leadership Team Would Like To Bring To Your Attention: 
The intent of the Revised Learner Objectives document is to clarify for teachers what skills 
students should master at each grade level to reflect the current AKSS.  The Revised Learner 
Objectives would replace the FNSBSD Core Learner Objectives found at each grade level. 
 
It is important to note that some skills and concepts from the current FNSBSD curriculum were 
moved to other grade levels to align with the AKSS for those grades. 
 
Learner Objectives are formatted as follows: 
 

AKSS FNSBSD Additional Objectives Essential Vocabulary 

This column contains the Alaska 
State Standards for each grade 
level, separated into Reading, 
Writing, Speaking and Listening, 
and Language. 

This column contains objectives 
found in the current ELA adopted 
curriculum that are not included in 
the AKSS or go beyond the AKSS. 

This column contains key 
words from the AKSS and 
Additional Objectives that both 
students and teachers should 
know in conjunction with the 
skill. 

  

Example from Grade 5 Writing: 

Produce clear and coherent 
writing in which the development 
and organization are appropriate 
to task, purpose, and audience. 

Recognize and produce the following 
genres: letter writing (friendly and 
business, both letter and envelope), 
opinion, and poetry. 

 Audience 
 Genre 

 
SPECIFIC FEEDBACK REQUESTED, ALL GRADES:   

 Are there additional grade level objectives that are not included in this draft, which 
should be? (Please remember that some objectives may have moved to a different grade 
to align with AKSS.) 

 Are the identified vocabulary words appropriate and necessary? 
 As the Leadership Team moves forward, instructional strategies (e.g., word walls, 6+1 

Traits) will be identified and aligned to standards.  The team is also creating a 
districtwide glossary of terms and academic vocabulary.  Do you have suggestions for 
inclusion or additional resources that would be helpful to teachers? 

 



 
 

 
  
 

SPECIFIC FEEDBACK REQUESTED, HIGH SCHOOL: 
The currently adopted FNSBSD curriculum offers students a wide variety of options for meeting 
graduation requirements.  At the high school level, the AKSS are designated in grade bands of 9-
10 and 11-12.  The Revised Learner Objectives identified, based on the AKSS and the 
additional expectations of the current curriculum, are for both 9-10 and 11-12 grade spans 
and present the skills that all students are expected to master, regardless of the classes and 
levels (e.g., Classics, Regular, Honors).  
 
As you review the Revised Learner Objectives, the Leadership Team is seeking feedback on 
additional skills and objectives, as well as those that would designate “honors level” skills. 
 
As the Leadership Team continues the process of supporting teachers and students to meet new 
expectations, additional work groups will be convened to look specifically at high school course 
offerings, alignment to state standards, and formatting. 

 
BCAC members discussed the English/Language Arts Curriculum drafts during updates at each 
of their meetings. 
 
The ELA Leadership team met again in January to review the comments from the public and 
revise the document.  The subcommittees reconvened and revised according to public comments, 
although few changes were made at this time. 
 
Summary of Proposed English/Language Arts Curriculum 
The current English/Language Arts Curriculum reflects a lengthy process of research, thought 
and discussion.  This proposed revision aligns our district curriculum more closely with the 
Alaska State Standards and adds some additional objectives, especially in the strands of 
Language and Speaking/Listening.  Additionally, references to the Grade Level Expectations 
found in the adopted curriculum were replaced with coding from the new State Standards. 
 
Suggestions and concerns expressed by teachers, BCAC and other community members 
throughout this process were addressed.  The input from all responses was carefully taken into 
consideration and evaluated by the writers. 
 
The format of the English/Language Arts was designed to clearly identify the standards expected 
of students at each level as well as additional expectations for Fairbanks students.  Additionally, 
the design is user-friendly for the classroom teacher. 
 
Board Curriculum Advisory Committee (BCAC) Review 
The Board Curriculum Advisory Committee has been involved throughout the revision process.  
All drafts were reviewed by the committee; member concerns, as well as suggestions, were 
considered by the ELA Leadership Team and subcommittees.  The BCAC has recommended the 
revised ELA Curriculum for adoption. 
 
Administrative Recommendation 
The administration anticipates recommending the revised English/Language Arts Curriculum for 
adoption at the April 15, 2014 Board Meeting. 
 
 


